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NEW DELHI : The Life Insurance
Corporation of India (LIC) on
Friday announced collaboration
with Sahaj Insurance Services
Private Limited to strengthen
insurance penetration across rural
and semi urban areas of the coun-
try.  Under the collaboration,
Kanoria Foundation company
Sahaj's assisted digital service net-
work will facilitate access to LIC's
life insurance products and servic-
es. This will help consumers to
understand, manage and enroll in
policies, particularly in areas
where insurance awareness has
traditionally remained low.

The insurance vertical has
been created to offer affordable
and easy to understand products,
supported by trained professionals
who assist customers with
onboarding, servicing and claims,
the statement said.

"Our collaboration with Sahaj
Insurance Services Private Limited
will help us reach deeper into
rural and semi urban regions,
ensuring that more citizens benefit
from the security and assurance
offered by LIC," said
Soumendranath Bandyopadhyay,
Regional Manager, LIC.

Biswajit Chatterjee, Director,
Sahaj Insurance Services Private
Limited said the collaboration is a
significant step in democratizing
access to insurance, making insur-

ance simpler, more accessible and
truly inclusive for Bharat.

The collaboration is expected
to improve awareness, strengthen
policy servicing and encourage
wider adoption of life insurance,
contributing to India's broader
financial inclusion and social secu-
rity objectives, the release said.

Sahaj centres will also facilitate
access to government backed
insurance and social security
schemes, alongside life and health

insurance offerings, as part of
efforts to deepen financial inclu-
sion. The company has said it is
targeting the sale of around 10
crore insurance policies in its first
year of operations, with a focus on
low premium and high relevance
products tailored to rural and semi
urban households.

Sahaj Insurance Services is a
wholly owned subsidiary of Sahaj
Retail and part of the Kanoria
Foundation initiative.

A n International
Conference on

Protection of Environment
under International Law was
held at VIT Chennai on
Tuesday, with speakers call-
ing for concrete action to pro-
tect the environment for
future generations.

Mr. Leonardo Nemer
Caldeira Brant, Judge
International Court of
Justice, The Hague,
Netherlands, was the Chief
Guest and delivered the
Valedictory Address in the
evening. Dr. G.V. Selvam, Vice
President, VIT, presided.
Justice R. Suresh Kumar,
Judge, Madras High Court,
delivered his Special
Address.

In his address, Mr. Brant
said a core objective of the
International Court of Justice
(ICJ) was to take affirmative
action to prevent countries
from causing environmental
damage. "Every State (coun-
try) is expected to take due

diligence to prevent harm to
the climate system," he
remarked. Tracing the histo-
ry and evolution of
International Environmental
Law, climate change laws,
and the ICJ's role, Mr. Brant
also cited several cases of
international disputes among
countries over the use of nat-
ural resources, environmen-
tal damage, and the protec-
tion of marine and wildlife.

Dr. G.V. Selvam, who
presided over the event, said
safeguarding the environ-
ment and upholding the law
are crucial to protecting the
planet tomorrow and in the
future. Informed action and
responsive international law
offer a powerful framework
to prevent further environ-
mental damage while foster-
ing sustainable development.
"It enables giving legal advice
to shared global concerns by
bringing together scholars
and legal minds," Dr. G.V.
Selvam remarked.

TERRORISTS USED 40 KG

EXPLOSIVES IN RED FORT

CAR BLAST: HM AMIT SHAH
NEW DELHI : Union Home Minister Amit
Shah said on Friday that terrorists used 40
kg of explosives in the Red Fort car bomb
blast that killed 11 persons on November
10. The Union Home Minister was speaking
on the inaugural day of a two-day 'Anti-
Terror Conference' organised by the
National Investigation Agency (NIA) here.

In the terror attack near the Red Fort,
terrorists had loaded explosives in a car,
which blew up while it was being driven by
a suicide bomber near a busy traffic signal
facing the historic monument.

In another development related to the
Red Fort explosion, a Delhi court on Friday
extended the NIA custody of two accused in
the Red Fort bomb blast case that killed 11
persons and injured several others last
month. Additional Sessions Judge Prashant
Sharma allowed the NIA to probe the
accused Yasir Ahmad Dar for 10 more days,
while the custody of the other accused, Dr
Bilal Naseer Malla, was extended for eight
days. According to the NIA, Yasir Ahmad
Dar, a resident of Shopian district in Jammu
and Kashmir, is the ninth accused to be
arrested in the case. He was arrested in
New Delhi under relevant provisions of the
Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act, 1967,
and the Bharatiya Nyaya Sanhita (BNS),
2023. "NIA investigations have revealed
Yasir's active role in the conspiracy behind
the car bomb blast that rocked the national
capital on November 10. An active partici-
pant in the conspiracy, he had sworn alle-
giance and taken an oath to carry out self-
sacrificial operations," the anti-terror
agency said.

EMPLOYMENT
MINISTER
MANDAVIYA
UNVEILS MAJOR
UPCOMING
REFORMS FOR EPFO

VATVA (GUJARAT) :
Union Labour &amp;
Employment Minister
Mansukh Mandaviya on
Friday announced that
all upcoming and several
existing EPFO offices are
being redeveloped into
modern, technology-
enabled, Passport-Seva-
Kendra-style single-win-
dow service centres,
enabling citizens to
resolve any EPF-related
issue at any regional
office across the country. 

Inaugurating the
newly constructed
Bhavishya Nidhi Bhawan
of the Employees'
Provident Fund
Organisation's (EPFO)
Regional Office here, the
minister said that a pilot
project is underway in
Delhi, where, going
ahead, a beneficiary
would be able to get his
or her issues addressed
at any regional office,
doing away with the
need to approach a spe-
cific office that the per-
son has been previously
associated with.

He said that the step
was part of a series of
major reforms being
undertaken by the gov-
ernment for strengthen-
ing EPFO services
nationwide.

Dr Mandaviya further
added that to enhance
access for workers, espe-
cially first-time users
and those unfamiliar
with digital systems, the
government will soon
introduce the mechanism
of EPF Suvidha
Providers. These Suvidha
Providers will be autho-
rised facilitators to guide
members in accessing
benefits and resolving
their issues, thereby act-
ing as a bridge between
citizens and the EPFO.

Noting that a signifi-
cant volume of workers'
money remains locked in
inoperative accounts, Dr
Mandaviya underlined
that the EPFO will now
undertake mission-mode
KYC verification for such
accounts while launching
a dedicated digital plat-
form to enable simplified
claim filing and hassle-
free settlement to the
rightful claimant.
Additionally, he stated
that going ahead, India's
Free Trade Agreements
(FTAs) will incorporate
social security protection
provisions to ensure that
Indian workers
employed abroad are
able to retain their PF
contribution and access
benefits even after their
return to India, as seen
in the case of the India-
UK FTA.
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